Board Meeting

August 13, 2019
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Jennifer Meyer. People in attendance were:  Supervisors – Jeff Whyte, Paul Travis, Jeff Bechard, Clerk Beverly Christopherson, Treasurer John McLaughlin and see attached list of visitors.  
Flag Salute 
Chair Resignation/Appoint Vacant Supervisor Seat: At the July meeting Chairman Deb Smith announced her resignation from the Board as she will be moving from the Town of Union.  The Board Voted to appoint Jennifer Meyer as the new Chairman starting August 1st.  Jennifer Meyers spot as a supervisor is empty and the Board needs to appoint someone to take over the vacant seat.  Mona Mathews has told the Board she would like to fill that seat.
Paul Travis made a motion to appoint Mona Mathews as Supervisor to fill the vacant Supervisor Seat. Jeff Bechard seconded the motion, all voted yes, motion carries. Mona Mathews was sworn in by the Clerk Beverly Christopherson.
Rescued and Redeemed Information & Discussion:  Rescued and Redeemed is holding an event in the Town of Union on September 7th.  The location of this event is 7007 Crescent Ave, Eau Claire, WI.
Rescued and Redeemed is a non-profit organization that serves victims of sex trafficking, this is a growing concern in the Eau Claire area. All 22 counties in the State of Wisconsin have had some sort of sexual exploitation. This event will be an awareness and fundraiser event. If they can raise enough money, they might be looking at building a place for those exploited to stay and get help.  This is not the issue at this time, at this time just letting neighbors know that the event will be happening. A few neighbors that were sent letters were at the Town Board meeting to raise their concerns about building a shelter out at this site.  They mentioned that they did not want this built near where they lived, they do not mind them having the event, just don’t want them to build a building.  Town Board assured the residents that at this time, the building is not even being addressed and has lots of permits from County before it even gets to the Town.  Town would of course notify neighbors if they do want to build on that land.  One neighbor did mention to those from Rescued and Redeemed that she lives right across from the land and has seen the sign they put up awhile ago and sees people working on the land but no one has ever approached her to tell her what is going on and she thought they should have informed her themselves when they were out at the land. This event is more like a church service and will have minimal music.  Eau Claire County Sheriff’s department will be there to help if needed.  Again, this is a special contract with Eau Claire County to have this event and the Town is just giving an informational meeting to Town residents.
Visit Eau Claire:  Visit Eau Claire was at the meeting and handed out the monthly dashboard. 
Plan Commission: Update:  
          A. KOPP – CSM: Comp Plan commission approve the CSM for Kopp at the August 1st meeting. Pete was at meeting to answer any questions about CSM.  No neighbors showed to approve or disapprove but one neighbor did show up wondering why he was not allowed to do the same with his land.  Told him to go speak with the County.
Mona Matthews made a motion to approve the CSM for Kopp as presented from the Comp Plan.  

Paul Travis seconded the motion, all voted yes, motion carries.

          B. Losan Ave. Update:  Attorney John Hibbard is working on.  Have not heard back from him, will check again for update.
Park Commission: 
          A. Report: Fred Belay from the Park Commission came to report. Park Commission nominated Kathy Alf to take the open seat left from when Judy Bechard resigned her position. Gloria Bloom and Chuck Zabrowski still have some health issues but plan on staying on the Commission. Park Commission invited West WI to help with proposal and will bring to Town Board at next meeting. Park Commission is working on getting bathrooms at both Sherman Creek Park and the Conservancy. Eau Claire County mentioned that they will need to have an engineering study done to see where it could be placed at Sherman Creek park. Also looking at doing rip rap by the river where it is eroding away the bank.  The Conservancy is 120 acres with Eau Claire River frontage with trail system.  
Also working at getting signage done at conservancy, putting up a 3’ x 5’ informational sign.  Will also have a sign like the one Westgate has out front.  Landmark Land Trust is helping the park commission with mapping the trails so that everyone knows where the trails are.  Working on a schedule for cutting the trails.  Eau Claire County Board accepted the contract to maintain the trails in the Conservancy.  Park Commission will also have a contract with Fire Station to help with brush mowing at the parks. Will be putting in two steel grills at Sherman Creek Park for people to use that want to grill food.  Will have to have these cemented down so that they can not be moved.  If this works will look at putting them in the Conservancy.
Roads:  
         A. Chayne Road Update: According to past Chair Deb Smith still waiting on soil boring samples to see what has to be done.
         B. Menomonie & Skyline Dr: Waiting on city analysis, city will split cost but have to determine percentages.
         C. Bridge Maintenance: Supervisor Jeff Whyte will look into see when this will be done.
         D. Sunny Ridge Update/Keegan Dedication: Still waiting to hear if damages were repaired and if shoulders are fixed.
Fire Station #3:
         A. Report: Dave Kleist was at the meeting and he mentioned that the Ford One Ton is ready but will be awhile before ready to use. Eau Claire Airport did a disaster drill tonight.  Country Jam had storms go through, evacuated attendees with buses and seemed to work well.  During the storm Saturday morning a tree did fall through a camper and one person was injured and taken to hospital.  Fundraiser did very well at Country Jam even with the weather
         B. Review Proposed Fire Protection Ordinance: Copy of proposed fire ordinance from Pleasant Valley was handed out for all Board members to go over before September’s meeting.
Building Inspector Report:
        A. Report: No report to hand out.
Supervised Release Program: Informational: On July 12th Chairman Jennifer Meyer received a call from a Town Resident.  The Town Resident had received a letter from the police department, they came to her door and dropped it off. The letter was explaining that the County wants to place a person in the neighborhood that is being released from prison. Jennifer Meyer and Deb Smith contacted the person on the letter to see when the meeting was to go over.  Meeting was held Monday morning at 9:30am and Deb Smith and Jennifer Meyer found out about the meeting around 8am that same morning.  They went to the meeting with other residents and found that this is a supervised release program to place offenders in the county.  They have to let the neighboring residents know that they are placing someone in the area.  The committee went into a closed meeting to discuss placement and came back to let them know that they had decided to not go forward with placement.   Chairman Jennifer Meyer wanted to let the other Board members and any Town Residents at the meeting aware of how this is handled and does not seem to be working. 
Board Reports:

     MPO: Meeting was on State Aid, next meeting in September, no Agenda at this time.
     Town Assoc: Chairman Jennifer Meyer attended in Fairchild.  Gave an update on Ltrip, John Johnson applies for then disperses to Towns. Last year Union did not use any money.  Next meeting will be October 29th in Lincoln.
     Fire Board: Chairman Jennifer Meyer attended.  Discussion was on equipment and events coming up.
     Tourism: Chairman Jennifer Meyer attended both meetings and they were both on finances.
     WTA Convention:  Being held in October in Wisconsin Dells if anyone wants to attend.  Chairman Jennifer Meyer and Clerk Bev Christopherson will be attending.
     Village Workshop:  This will be held September 26th at the Florian Gardens.

     Elk Lake Rehab: Chairman Jennifer Meyer attended and they discussed special charges on taxes for 2021 and also that the chain broke on the dam and needs to be fixed.
     Eau Claire County Comp Plan Steering:  Chairman Jennifer Meyer attended.  Next meeting is August 28th.
Citizen Input & Questions

Chairman Jennifer Meyer let all attending that in the back of the hall are some treats to help celebrate all the work Deb Smith has done for the Town and thank her for her many years of service, she will be missed. Chris Luther, Bob Luther, Shirley Luther, and Kailee Gaulrapp addressed the Board regarding issues on Glory Lane and Menomonie Street.  They all stated that rain water is running down the road to their properties and their land is being washed out.  They mentioned this has been an issue for years and the culvert that was put in is not helping.  They want the Town Board to come and see what is happening and get it fixed before any more damage. Supervisor Jeff Whyte will get someone from Eau Claire County to go with him and see what is happening with the culvert and the resident’s property
Review/Approve previous meetings minutes:  
Paul Travis made a motion to approve minutes for July meeting as presented to Board.

Mona Mathews seconded the motion.  All voted yes, motion carries.
Approval Underground Cables – Chairman- Two for the month, one at Eagle Lane for Fiber Optics and one at Mary Lane for gas service.
Treasurers Report:  
       A. Report: Treasurer handed out report showing monies in accounts.
Review/Approval Bills: Fire Station has a bill for LED lights put in that the Town will have to reimburse.  Bill is for $6,356.94.  Need approval to pay when turned in.
Jeff Bechard made a motion to approve payables as presented to Board along with payment for LED lights at fire station.  Paul Travis seconded the motion.  All voted yes, motion carries. 
Review/Approve: Licenses: Operators and Liquor;
Supervisor Jeff Bechard made a motion to approve all operators’ licenses as presented to the Board. Supervisor Paul Travis seconded the motion.  All voted yes, motion carries. 
Supervisor Jeff Whyte made a motion to approve the Liquor License as presented to the Board.

Supervisor Mona Matthews seconded the motion. All voted yes, motion carries.
Town Crier Articles for August: Chairman Jennifer Meyer said that an article about road updates would be good for residents and to let them know if their road has any issues to let the Town know.
Constables Report: No report given to hand out.
Town Hall Properties:

      A. Website (JB Systems): Chairman Jennifer Meyer, Clerk Beverly Christopherson, and Fred Belay went to training for the website.  Jennifer Meyer and Fred Belay were not at initial training and wanted to learn more about the new website.
      B. Transfer Station building: It is set to be delivered on Thursday.  Will have to get power to the new building and insulation put in before we can use it. Transfer Station Attendant Brett Huber is asking if the windows will open or if they will put in a/c. 
      C. Parking Lot Light: Paul Travis has it on his work agenda to get completed.
      D. Basement Flooding: Need to get the crack fixed that the water was coming in through.  Will put down red granite at least 18” from the building, this should help the water run down and away from the building.  The gutters have been cleaned and that should also help.  Supervisor will ask the Fire Department if they would like to put the granite down.  Supervisor Jeff Whyte said he can help with his trailer when they need it hauled from Haas.
      E. Bell: Bell needs to be placed on the stand and secured down.  Plaque that Town wants on the board needs to be decided; need to know the size and where it should be placed?  Would like to have the concrete a little larger around it and out to the parking lot and sidewalk.  Maybe make the sidewalk a little bigger at the same time.  Supervisor Paul Travis asked if Town is doing cement work, will they do the slab for the little shed at the same time?  Would like to get it cemented and set so that the lawn mower can go inside before winter.
      F. Message Boards: Supervisor Jeff Bechard asked the Board if they want cork board inside or letters? Board mentioned that he should purchase with cork board and if the board wants to change it, they could.  Board would like the same size that is at the Town Hall be ordered for both the fire station and town hall. 
Set next meeting dates and agendas:  Comp Plan August 29th and Board Meeting September 10th 
Paul Travis made a motion to Adjourn at 9:40pm, Mona Matthews seconded the motion.
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