Board Meeting

July 19, 2019
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Deb Smith. People in attendance were:  Supervisors – Jeff Whyte, Paul Travis, Jennifer Meyer, Clerk Beverly Christopherson, Treasurer John McLaughlin and see attached list of visitors.  Supervisor Jeff Bechard was not present.
Flag Salute 
Visit Eau Claire:  Visit Eau Claire was at the meeting and handed out the monthly dashboard. 
Plan Commission: Update:  
          A. Schultz – CUP – Greenhouse:  CUP for a greenhouse at 2156 Anderson Rd, by Rebecca Schulz and Jennifer Schulz-Johnson.  Applicant was present at the meeting to answer any questions. She did explain that the greenhouse is not finished at this time as she has been in Germany.  When the greenhouse is finished it will look like a soup can with clear panels and aluminum straps. It is on wheels and is movable. She does have plans to build a house on the property. The greenhouse is sitting is the driveway at this time and will have to move once building begins. Chairman Deb Smith mentioned that the Comp Plan does not have a recommendation at this time as the applicant was not at the Comp Plan meeting.  Neighbors were at the Comp Plan meeting to raise their concerns. Judy Bechard mentioned that she did have some questions for Eau Claire County regarding the greenhouse.  Chairman Deb Smith mentioned that she did speak with Jared Grande from Eau Claire County and he said that the greenhouse is legal. Eau Claire County did go and investigate the greenhouse because they had some complaints from the neighbors. Judy Bechard mentioned that if the greenhouse is allowed the Town should give her time to have it functional and if the Town denies the CUP, they should also give her time to remove it. Applicant was surprised they were complaints from the neighbors as when she spoke with some of them, no one mentioned any issues. Chairman Deb Smith asked when she planned on building her house.  She would like to start building in a year and be complete in 2020. Neighbors that were in attendance mentioned that they had an issue with how it looked, they said that when the sun shines on it, it is very bright glare, the entire property looks a mess with wood piles and plastic thrown over them.  The neighbors did sign a petition and handed to the Town Board asking for it to be removed.  Chairman Deb Smith asked if the applicant would be able to move the greenhouse to a different location on the property?  At this time with all the complaints there would be no place to move it on the property. Neighbors would like to see it camouflaged with some sort of foliage, like lilac bushes.  Applicant said that would be easy to do. Supervisor Jeff Whyte mentioned that the neighbors need to work together to figure this out.  Supervisor Paul Travis and Jennifer Meyer feel that if she wants a greenhouse on her property that is her right. 
Supervisor Jennifer Meyer made a motion to approve the CUP for Schulz and leave the greenhouse where it is but to put in some sort of cover on the greenhouse.  The greenhouse can stay if the house is built and livable by end of 2020.  If the house is not built by that time, the greenhouse has to be removed. Supervisor Jeff Whyte seconded the motion.  All voted yes, motion carries. 

          B. Menard Inc. – Rezone- Overlay: The rezone overlay will allow Menards to take sand from their own land and use it at their cement plant.  This way they won’t have to haul it in.  This is not a mining operation; they only take a few scoops of sand a year.  The rezone overlay will allow the CUP mining operations. This has already been happening for a couple years.  Neighbors that were at the meeting are worried about the sand blowing around. Chairman Deb Smith asked if Menards had a permit from the DNR?  All permits are already approved. Chairman Deb Smith mentioned to the residents at the meeting that this is not the same as Haas Concrete plant and that have nothing to do with this CUP.  At this time the pit is 20’ to 30’ deep, sand is scooped up and used at their plant on site. One of the neighbors mentioned that she does have horses on her property that would be very close to the pit site.  She does have a fence around the property but she is worried if the horsed did get out they could fall in the pit.  She would like Menards to do something to make sure this can’t happen. Nick from Menards mentioned that they will be putting in a berm and it will be seeded with grass and will look into the area that the horses are at and see what can be done. Nick also mentioned that Menards does have all State and DNR permits already done. Nick also mentioned that this is a 20-year process and they have to follow any reclamation given by Eau Claire County or the State.  For example, if they have blowing sand they have to put down and spray with some sort of fencing.
Supervisor Jennifer Meyer made a motion to approve the Rezone Overlay for Menards.  Supervisor Jeff Whyte seconded the motion.  All voted yes, motion carries. 

          C. Menard Inc. – CUP Mining Operations: The CUP mining operations is same as the overlay, the approval of the mining operations for the CUP is what will permit the mining. Residents would like the Town to put in stipulation if approved that all State and Local permits are applied for and approved. 
Supervisor Jeff Whyte made a motion to approve the CUP Mining Operations with the stipulation that all State and local permits are applied for and approved.  Supervisor Paul Travis seconded the motion.  All voted yes, motion carries. 

          D. Losan Ave. Update:  Clerk working with Attorney Hibbard to get completed.
Park Commission : 
          A. Report: Kathy Rowland from the Park Commission was at the meeting to give the report. At this time, they are working on long range plans, these plans are needed to be able to get some grants. Park Commission is looking into unique recreational to help include in the land use planning for the parks. West Wisconsin Regional planning are working with the Park Commission with grants. Park Commission is also working with Eau Claire county parks and rec department to design a contract to help maintain the parks.  Supervisor Paul Travis mentioned that at the last meeting the Town Board did approve payment for mowing at Sherman Creek. Supervisor Jennifer Meyer also mentioned that she has talked with Eau Claire County and the DNR on what they can do to help with the erosion at Sherman Creek. Park Commission is also working on signage for the Conservancy.  They are working on informational signage in the parking lot and signage around the park.  Signage will help to inform the public of trails and where they are located and if any issues.  Park Commission would also like to do some sort of trail markings to help in case someone is hurt in the park and needs help.  They could let sheriff or ems know exactly where they are located in the park by a trail marker number.  There is still some grant money left to help with cost of trail markers. Supervisor Jennifer Meyer mentioned that Westgate just got a new sign and that something like that would look great at the Conservancy.  Sherman Creek sign is also very nice and would great at the Conservancy. Working on pricing for bathroom at Conservancy.  Next meeting will be August 13th at 6:30pm at the Town Hall.
Roads:  Scotts and Fahrner will start road work in August. 
         A. Chayne Road Update: Chairman Deb Smith received and e-mal from John Johnson about testing Chayne Road.  Chairman Deb Smith told them to go ahead with testing to see what has to be done.   John Johnson will do soil borings and they will tell a lot about what is happening to the road and what should be done to fix it 
         B. Bridge Maintenance: Bridge does not need much work and Eau Claire County will do the work.  Supervisor Jeff Whyte will check with Eau Claire County on when the work will be completed.
Fire Station #3:
         A. Report: Dave Kleist reported that they are getting ready for Country Jam and will be selling pull tabs again this year. They are mowing the ditches and it is going well. Dave Kleist asked the Park Commission if they want the Fire Dept. to mow the trails at the conservancy? Dave Kleist did walk the trails and they looked really good.  Supervisor Jennifer Meyer mentioned that Fred Belay had mowed the trails. Dave Kleist mentioned that they could purchase a pull behind mower for the atv to mow the trails if the town wants.  Supervisor Paul Travis mentioned that the mowers they are looking at cost around $2 - $3K.  Mosquitoes are pretty heavy on the trails, if we could do something to get rid of them, it would be great.  Supervisor Jennifer Meyer mentioned that some of the trees are growing over the trails and maybe they need to be limbed. Dave Kleist and Supervisor Jeff Whyte mentioned that they could probably be limbed up once a month. 
         B. Review Proposed Fire Protection Ordinance: Chairman Deb Smith handed out Pleasant Valley’s copy of Fire Protection Ordinance. Township Fire Board would like to see all Town’s adopt the same sort of ordinance. This ordinance would help with billing and collecting money for services from Non-residents.  Some examples are suppression cost and specialized equipment.  Township fire would bill and collect for these types of services. 
Building Inspector Report:
        A. Report: Handed out to Board.
Board Reports:

     MPO: Supervisor Jeff Bechard not at meeting to report. 
     Town Assoc: Next meeting is July 30th, no agenda at this time.
     Fire Board: Next meeting will be July 22nd and both Chairman Deb Smith and Supervisor Jennifer Meyer will attend.
     Tourism: Nothing at this time
     BOR:  Will be July 23rd at the Town Hall.
Citizen Input & Questions

Citizen Ruth Burr addressed the Board and asked where does the Town of Union come in with Losan?  The semi truck traffic is bad and the sign that says not trucks allowed is to far down the road, so once the trucks are down, they can’t turn around. Supervisor Jeff Whyte will talk with Eau Claire County and see what type of signage they can put up on the road to stop the trucks.  Ruth Burr also mentioned that during the winter when they plow the road, they make a very large pile and make it hard for the residents to get down the road.  Jeff Whyte asked Ruth Burr to call him this winter when it is a problem and he will contact Eau Claire County and let them know.

Review/Approve previous meetings minutes:  Supervisor Paul Travis made a motion to approve Minutes from the June meeting as presented to the Board. Jennifer Meyer seconded the motion, all voted yes, motion carries.
Approval Underground Cables – Chairman Deb Smith had two this past month.  Both for Keegan St from Excel.  
Treasurers Report:  
       A. Report: Treasurer John McLaughlin handed out his report to the Board.  He mentioned that he did talk with Charter Bank about laddering to maximize the return on money in bank.   Also wanted to let the Board know that Eau Claire County will be raising their fee for dog license fees the Town pays them.   He also wanted to verify with the Board that they do double the dog license fees for those that pay late.  Chairman Deb Smith mentioned that the Town does double the dog license fee just for those that pay late.
Board of Review

       A. July 23rd 5pm – 7pm – Just a reminder that Jeff Whyte, Jennifer Meyer, and Paul Travis have to be at BOR,
Review/Approval Bills: Clerk Beverly Christopherson mentioned to the Board that they will see a check on the payable report and this amount is due to Elk Lake Rehab for past taxes collected.  Supervisor Jennifer Meyer paid $20 cash for the deposit on the new transfer station building along with the check that was made out for them.  Need to approve paying back Jennifer Meyer $20 cash.  
Supervisor Jeff Whyte made a motion to approve payment of payables as presented to the Board along with paying Supervisor Jennifer Meyer $20 cash.  Supervisor Paul Travis seconded the motion.  All voted yes, motion carries.
Review/Approve: Licenses: Operators, Garbage Haulers, Salvage Yards, and Hotels:
Supervisor Jennifer Meyer made a motion to approve all operators’ licenses as presented to the Board. Supervisor Paul Travis seconded the motion. All voted yes, motion carries.

Supervisor Jeff Whyte made a motion to approve all Salvage Yard Permits as presented to the Board. Supervisor Paul Travis seconded the motion.  All voted yes, motion carries. 

Supervisor Paul Travis made a motion to approve all Refuse Haulers licenses as presented to the Board. Supervisor Jeff Whyte seconded the motion.  All voted yes, motion carries. 
Town Crier Articles for August: Please turn in articles to Clerk so she can get crier going.  Need to introduce new chair.  Article on damaging fire trucks in driveways that trees are growing over. Driveway markers, permits and new website. Also need to mention the Redeemed and Rescued Event and let Town Residents know when and what it is.
Constables Report: No report given to hand out.
Town Chair Position: Chairman Deb Smith is resigning her Chair position as of July 31, 2019.  Chairman Deb Smith made a motion to accept her resignation.  Jennifer Meyer seconded the motion.  All voted yes, to accept Deb Smith’s resignation.
Supervisor Jeff Whyte made a motion to appoint Supervisor Jennifer Meyer as Chairman.  Supervisor Paul Travis seconded the motion.  All voted yes, motion carries.   At the August meeting will have to appoint and approve someone to take the vacant Supervisor spot.
Elk Lake Rehab Money owed: Town Clerk explained to Board why some money has not been paid to Elk Lake Rehab, Clerk went back through all records and found money owed has not been paid.  Check is cut and in the payable for August.
Town Hall Properties:

      A. Website (JB Systems): Up and working.
      B. Transfer Station: Ordered
      C. Parking Lot Light: Working at the Conservancy, need to work on Town Hall.
      D. Basement Flooding: Crack in the wall needs to be looked at before winter.  Have the spouts be able to flip up to make it easier to mow lawn.
Set next meeting dates and agendas:  Comp Plan August 1st, and Board Meeting August 13th 
Paul Travis made a motion to Adjourn at 9:20pm, Jennifer Meyer seconded the motion.
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