Town of Union Park Commission 4/8/21 Report
Lower Chippewa Invasives Partnership, Inc.
Sherman Creek Park (1.5-hour hike around trails on 4/6/21)
Thoughts/Observations: This diversified forest within Eau Claire is prime example of woodlands in West Central
Wisconsin. Sherman creek, which runs through the property is highly degraded, has a high sand bed load, and
contains severe bank erosion. The woodland has a variety of native trees, shrubs and ground cover plants that
are inundated with only three invasive species in various densities. This woodland park contains a typical mix of
natives and invasives in this area of Wisconsin that has not been actively managed. The park could use a
professional contractor to cut the large stands of common buckthorn that are the heaviest in the red pine
plantation along with professional herbicide contractors to basal bark or foliar treat both the common
buckthorn and Tartarian honeysuckle. The garlic mustard population is extremely low and could be managed by
yearly pulling events or by individual park users. Follow up maintenance will need to be implemented.

Native Plants:

Invasive Plants (WDNR NR 40 regulated plants):

White Pine*
Red Pine*
Hackberry
American Elm
Red Oak*
White Oak
Black Cherry*
White Cedar
River Birch*
Red Maple
Silver Maple
Black Raspberry
Blackberries
Gooseberry
Various ferns
Paper Birch
Wild Strawberry
Elderberry
Green Ash
Horsetail
Box Elder
Motherwort (naturalized)
Aspen/Poplar, either big tooth or trembling

Common Buckthorn*
Tartarian Honeysuckle*
Garlic Mustard

* = most populated on the property

Town of Union Conservancy (1 hour hike along trail by river terrace, burial mounds and through edge of red
pine plantation)
Thoughts/Observations: This property has a diverse landscape of native oak forests and a few pine and cedar
plantations. The oak forest has a relatively low infestation of common woodland invasives of common
buckthorn, Tartarian honeysuckle and garlic mustard. Garlic mustard is the highest populated invasive species
in this area adjacent to the river terrace. A recommendation to treat the garlic mustard populations as soon as
snow melt with a broadleaf herbicide to control. Spot cut and treat the woody invasives in this area. The pine
and cedar plantations have been responsibly managed and contain various densities of woody invasive species
that could be controlled by volunteers. The entire property was not walked and should be walked before a
complete analysis can be done. The site visit was cut short due to a rain and hailstorm.
Native Plants:

Invasive Plants (WDNR NR 40 listed):

White Pine
Box Elder
Red Pine*
Elderberry
Jack Pine
Wild Strawberry
Hackberry
Various ferns
American Elm
Gooseberry
Prickly Ash
Blackberries
Red Oak*
Black Raspberry
White Oak*
Red Maple
Black Oak*
Red Cedar
Aspen/Poplar, either big tooth or trembling
Black Cherry*
White Cedar

Common Buckthorn
Tartarian Honeysuckle
Garlic Mustard*

