Board Meeting

December 14, 2021
The meeting was called to order by Chair Jennifer Meyer. People in attendance were Supervisors – Jeff Whyte, Mona Mathews, Jeff Bechard, Paul Travis, Clerk Beverly Christopherson, Treasurer John McLaughlin, and see attached list of visitors. 
Flag Salute
Comp Plan:  

          A. No current applications
          B.  Randy’s Sales and Salvage Eau Claire County Compliance outline discussion.
County Hwy T Corridor Mapping Meeting; final public informational meeting with Jon Johnson: Chair Jennifer Meyer has been meeting with Town of Wheaton, Eau Claire County,
Chippewa County, and The City of Eau Claire regarding the County Hwy T project. This project

Is nearing the end. Mapping process is finished. This is a 25-million-dollar project and will not happen without funding from the State, hoping to do project in next 10 years. 

Jon Johnson from Eau Claire County had the maps to show the Town Board the different options that have been recommended. Eau Claire County is asking the Town for their recommendation on the project. Nick Brenner from Menards also gave his recommendation to the Town for what would work best for Menards.

Supervisor Jeff Bechard recommended doing Alternate 1 or 1B. Supervisor Mona Mathews 

Seconded the motion. All voted yes, motion carried. 
Roads

          A. County Line Rd., Dennis Mack from Cedar Corp. Update:

                1. Town of Wheaton Jurisdictional Transfer discussion:  When Cedar Corp. did the 
                Application for the (Department of Transportation) DOT on County Line Road Project, 
                the DOT was questioning why the Town of Union of was doing part of this road.
                The Town of Wheaton is responsible for part of County Line Road.

                Chair Jennifer Meyer is working with Chair from the Town of Wheaton to submit

                Application. Town of Wheaton must give the Town of Union Authority to work

                on their roads. If Town of Union gets a grant for road work, at that time
                will work on getting jurisdictional transfer. 
                DOT has given permission, and this is now a project. DOT will want to know how the Town    

                of Union and Town of Wheaton plan to proceed. Cedar Corp is working with Town of 
               Wheaton to see how they want to proceed.
                Jon Johnson from Eau Claire County is helping with the jurisdictional transfer.

                Dennis Mack is going to talk with Patrick about getting a Memorandum of Understanding

                (MOU) to make sure both Towns have all the correct wording before going forward.
          B. Eau Claire County Highway winter plowing guidelines:  This was informational to
               let the Board now that they had 3 operators in the area for road plowing.
          C. Any other Road Business: Nick Brenner from Menards was at the meeting and
               Mentioned to the Board that when Menard Drive and Mill Run Road were

               vacated to Menards from the Town, the legal descriptions were wrong.

               Menards will get a quit claim to fix this issue.  Nick will have Pete Gartmann

               send us what was vacated and what the legal descriptions should have been.

Park Commission 
          A. Chair Report: Chair Fred Belay was in attendance and mentioned that Tru-Lock
               will be getting the cameras done at the Conservancy. Pavilion work has

               stopped until spring. Park Commission is not meeting until February. Park Commission
               is having a snow shoeing event in February. Sign Guy will be doing signage for trails

               in Sherman Creek Park, have three trails that need to be named.

               Park Commission has tabled the Ball Park Project, would like to have more Town

               Residents involved.

          B. Sherman Creek Bank Erosion Project – cost share update; discussion: 
               Fred Belay mentioned that according to State Statutes, Park Commission should be

               paying for these repairs. Park Commission does have money left in budget.

               Costs did come in higher than quoted, this was due to having to use erosion matting.
               These costs are shred with Sherman Elementary. It was proposed that Sherman Creek 

               School pays 80% and the Town pays 20% plus the Town is to pay Admin Costs.

               Supervisor Jeff Whyte made a motion to pay 20% ($1,988.00) of the cost of the Erosion 

               Project and to pay administration costs ($497.00) in full. 
               Supervisor Mona Mathews seconded the motion.

               All voted yes, motion carried.

          C. Winter Solstice Event: Saturday, December 18, 2021, 3 – 5:30pm Town of Union

                Conservancy.
Visit Eau Claire:  
          A. Executive Director Report/Benny Anderson: Benny Anderson was in attendance and
               Went over how the numbers for the Town are doing. Room Tax is done and was up from

               what was projected. Town of Union did receive a check from Visit Eau Claire for 

               Destination money and an account needs to be set up. Park Commission can use this money

               for tourism projects.

Township Fire Station #3 Report
     A. Battalion Chief Report:  Battalion Chief Dave Kleist was in attendance and mentioned
          that their Christmas Party will be January 22, 2022, at the Moose Lodge.

          One of the overhead doors needs repair.

     B. Annual Inspections modifications: per Darryl Christy see proposed resolution:  Darryl Christy
          would like to change to a one-year inspection and would like the Boards approval. Board did 
          not vote on approval.
Constable Report: No report handed in from Russ Johnson. Chair Jennifer Meyer did mention
that she has been helping with Dog issues.

Building Inspector’s Report /Updates from Eau Claire County on Permitting Authority:  

Building Inspector report handed out. Jared from Eau Claire County will be putting a link on
The website for people to access permit applications.

2022 Budget Changes needing Board Approval:

    A. Raise Deputy Clerk Salary from $12/hr. to $15/hr.

         Supervisor Mona Mathews made a motion to raise pay rate for Deputy Clerk to $15/hr.

         Supervisor Jeff Whyte seconded the motion. All voted Yes, motion carries.

    B. Contact Erv Smith for annual maintenance on furnace: Supervisor Jeff Whyte will contact.
Citizen Input & Questions

Review/Approve November 9, 2021, Board meeting Minutes:  
Supervisor Mona Mathews made a motion to approve November 9th meeting minutes with the 

change of Sherman Creek Elementary to Sherman Elementary School.

Chair Jennifer Meyer seconded the motion. All voted yes, motion carried.
Review/Approval Bills: 
Town Clerk mentioned that Fred Belay turned in Menards receipt that he needs to be reimbursed for and Treasurer John Mclaughlin needs a check to Eau Claire County for remaining 2021 dog licenses.

These checks will need to be cut.

Chair Jennifer Meyer made a motion to approve Accounts Payable as presented to the Board and to add Fred Belay reimbursement and Eau Claire County check for dog licenses.
Supervisor Mona Mathews seconded the motion. All voted yes, motion carried.
Treasurer Report – Handed out to Board. 
        A. Tax Collection/Insurance Bond Updates; John Mclaughlin- Town Treasurer:  
             Treasurer John McLaughlin handed out report showing account totals. 

        B. ARPA webinar updates; Bev Christopherson – Town Clerk:  Bev Christopherson
             listened to the Webinar regarding ARPA Funds. Funds can be used for Internet and 

             for essential workers, these are the two items that would pertain to Town of Union.

             The calculation for lost revenues would not be for the Town of Union.
Underground Cables: 
         A. Xcel Energy has a maintenance plan for one of the transmission lines (W3101) over the
              next few years. Xcel will be replacing all remaining wood structures with steel structures.
              the conductor wires will not be replaced. During the fall, the Xcel civil team will access the

              right-of-way to prepare the foundation for the steel structures and the contractor Hooper

              will be back in the winter to “swap” over the conductors from the wood structures. There

              will be construction traffic exiting Elk Creek Rd, there will not be any other work in the

              road right-of-way and there is an existing field entrance at this location. The pole is 70’

              East of Elk Creek Rd.

          B. 1506 West Folsom-Mills Meadows/Consulted with Jon Johnson on this as well.
Town Hall Properties:

          A. Conduit at Transfer Station: This project is complete
          B. Conservancy Pavilion Project process update:
          C. Elk Creek Lake updates:  Working on plan
Scheduled Town Meetings/Events:
          A. Saturday, December 18, 2021, 3pm – 5:30pm Winter Solstice Event at the
               Town of Union Conservancy.

          B. Comp Plan Meeting:  Thursday, January 6, 2022, at 6:30pm

          C. Town Board Meeting: Tuesday, January 11, 2022, at 6:30pm
          D. Park Commission Meeting:  Wednesday, February 2, 2022, at 6:30pm

Adjourn

This Board meeting was adjourned at 9:22pm. Supervisor Mona Mathews made motion to adjourn, and Chair Jennifer Meyer seconded the motion.
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