Board Meeting

February 8, 2022
The meeting was called to order by Chair Jennifer Meyer. People in attendance were Supervisors – Jeff Whyte, Mona Mathews, Jeff Bechard, Clerk Beverly Christopherson, Treasurer John McLaughlin, and see attached list of visitors.   Supervisor Paul Travis was not in attendance.
Flag Salute
Comp Plan:  No land use applications.
Menard’s update: treating plant Town quit claim deed/road vacation legal recordings.  
Chair Jennifer Meyer has spoken with Attorney John Hibbard to correct the legal descriptions.

Chair Jennifer Meyer made a motion to approve the road vacation legal descriptions.
Nick Brenner from Menards would like to see more narrative as to why this is being changed.

Need to change the words Elected to Appointed.

Supervisor Mona Mathews seconded the motion.  All voted yes, motion carried.

Supervisor Mona Mathews made a motion to approve the quit claim deed for the treaty plant

Agreement with Town of Union and Menards.  Treaty Plant was never transferred back to Menards.

Supervisor Jeff Bechard seconded the motion.  All voted yes, motion carried.
West Wisconsin Telcom: cont’d ARPA grant discussion/contract review.
Chair Jennifer Meyer did have a meeting with West Wisconsin Telcom regarding the agreement

with the Town of Union and West Wisconsin Telcom.  Partnership Agreement in needed in order
for West Wisconsin Telcom to apply for grants for Broadband projects.

Project to cost upwards of $966,000.

Town of Union has received $147,163.99 in American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds.

Town will receive a second payment in 2022 of $147,163.99 for a total of $294,327.98 in ARPA Funds.  Town would like to commit funds to West Wisconsin Telcom for Broadband projects in the Town of Union.  Eau Claire County has been matching ARPA funds used for Broadband.

West Wisconsin Telcom would request 50% upfront at the beginning of the project.  Remaining

funds to be distributed at end of project.  Project could begin in 2023 if funding is available.

Supervisor Mona Mathews made a motion to approve using $274,000.00 in ARPA funds for

Broadband infrastructure and to use the remaining $20,327.98 to pay essential workers during 2020.

Supervisor Jeff Bechard seconded the motion. All voted yes, motion carried.

Roads

          A. County Line Road – Cedar Corp. brought a drawing of what County Line Road would
               look like upon completion.  Board members were given a packet of what is needed

               to complete the project. This project would be available for certain grants and funding.

               Cedar Corp. will look into applying for grants and funding.  Project is on hold until

               Funding is found, cost for project is $1.6million.  Next step will not happen until funding 

               is completed.
          B. Eau Claire County Highway Department – maintenance contract discussion meeting on  
              02/22/2022, Chair Jen Meyer and Supervisor Jeff Whyte to attend.

          C. CTH T Updates:  meeting will be next week. Waiting for information from City of Eau Claire.
          D. Any other road business: None to report.
Park Commission 
          A. Chair Report: Chair Fred Belay was in attendance and reported that he has met with
               Stephanie Travis to form a subcommittee to look into ballfields.  Sherman Creek Park

               has a lot of work that the Park Commission has to do in 2022, Sherman Creek Park

               has more buckthorn than the conservancy. Conservancy Pavilion is still on hold.

              Tom Roach is putting the picnic tables together for the Conservancy.  Park Commission

              approved paying Tom Roach $50.00 for each picnic table he puts together.   Security
              cameras are up and working.  Park Commission already has pictures of someone 

              dumping garbage. Snow Shoe hike is this Saturday and they have filled up number of

              people that can snow shoe. At the next Park Commission, they will talk about the 

              150th Anniversary for The Town of Union.  Fred Belay and Dean Kallenbach will look 

              Into forming a foundation.
Visit Eau Claire:  
          A. Executive Director Report/Benny Anderson: Benny Anderson was in attendance.  
               Benny Anderson went over 4th quarter numbers.  They were down a little because

               of Covid. Day Trip section on Town Website has seen increase in numbers.

               Silvermine tab on website has seen lots of traffic due to their Tournament.

Township Fire Station #3 Report
     A. Battalion Chief Report:  Battalion Chief Dave Kleist was not in attendance.
     B. Fire Inspector Duties: Township Fire is looking to decrease the number of inspections
          For those that don’t need 2 a year.  Township Fire needs to have approval from all

          Municipalities to pass the ordinance.

          Chair Jennifer Meyer made a motion to approve the change in Fire Inspector Duties.

          Supervisor Mona Mathews seconded the motion.

          All voted yes, motion carried. 

Constable Report: No report from the Constable. Chair Jennifer Meyer did report she had to 
          pick up kitten and took to Eau Claire County Humane Association.
Building Inspector:

     A. Any updates or discussions to recent changes.  Eau Claire County is doing everything.
Citizen Input & Questions

Review/Approve January 11, 2022, Board meeting Minutes:  
Supervisor Mona Mathews made a motion to approve January 11th meeting minutes.
Supervisor Jeff Whyte seconded the motion. All voted yes, motion carried.
Review/Approval Bills: 
Supervisor Mona Mathews made a motion to approve payables as presented to board and adding Brett Huber’s Payroll check, time sheet just turned in, February Settlement to Eau Claire County and school districts, Dog Licenses to Eau Claire County, ARPA payments for Essential Workers. Chair Jennifer Meyer seconded the motion. 
All voted yes, motion carried.
Treasurer Report – Handed out to Board. 
        A. Tax Collection & Dog Licenses updates; John McLaughlin – Town Treasurer handed
             Out report.  Not updated as Bank Statements not received.
Licenses:
       A. Operators:  Supervisor Jeff Bechard made a motion to approve all operators’ licenses
            as presented to Board. Supervisor Mona Mathews seconded the motion.

            All voted yes, motion carried.
       B. Liquor – Westgate Sportsman Club – Picnic License: Tabled till March meeting
            Not all paperwork handed in.
       C. Large Assembly - Blue Ox Music Festival: Tabled till March meeting.
       D. Driveway Permits:
Underground Cables: 
         A. 3209 County Line Rd. – Excel Energy, gas removal approval, for building demolition
         B. Timber cutting permit filed with Eau Claire County Clerk on 01/12/2022 for property

              Located on CTH EE, N3737 947th St. Located on the east edge of Dunn Cty in Union. 

              34.63 acres.

Town Properties:

          A. Any issues open for discussion:  Nothing to discuss.
Scheduled Town Meetings/Events:
          A.  Saturday, February 12, 2022, Snow Shoe Hike at the Town of Union Conservancy 
                1pm – 3pm

          B.  Tuesday, February 15, 2022, Spring Primary Election, 7am to 8pm at Union Town Hall
          C.  Wednesday, February 23, 2022, Town Board Members only

                 Emergency Management Meeting 6-9pm at Pleasant Valley Town Hall 
          D. Wednesday, March 2, 2022, Park Commission Meeting 6:30pm
          E.  Thursday, March 3, 2022, Comp Plan Meeting 6:30pm
          F.  Saturday, March 5, 2022, Town Board Members only/Board of Review training

               Hosted by the Wisconsin Towns Assoc. District meeting 7:30am – 3:00pm

               at The Florian Gardens Conference Center, Eau Claire, WI
          G. Tuesday, March 8, 2022, Town Board meeting 6:30pm
Adjourn

This Board meeting was adjourned at 9:12pm. Supervisor Mona Mathews made a motion to adjourn, and Chair Jennifer Meyer seconded the motion.
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